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Abstract

Recommendation and personalization research is no longer con-
fined to computer science. Relevant questions are actively explored
across disciplines including information systems, communication
science, management, cognitive science, psychology, education, me-
dia studies, marketing, and the social sciences, often grounded in
distinct theories, methods, and evaluation traditions. “Beyond Al-
gorithms: A Workshop on the Interdisciplinarity of Recommender
Systems” (BEYOND 2026) aims to create a dedicated space at ACM
RecSys 2026 to connect these perspectives.

The workshop highlights how insights from adjacent fields can
complement, extend, and sometimes challenge computing-centric
approaches. It explicitly welcomes contributions studying recom-
mendation, personalization, and related phenomena outside core
computing venues, as well as integrative work that bridges compu-
tational and non-computational approaches. Through presentations
and interactive discussions, we aim to surface diverse theoretical
frameworks, methodological traditions, and evaluation paradigms.
Our goal is to foster dialogue across disciplinary boundaries, make
disciplinary assumptions explicit, and identify shared research chal-
lenges and opportunities for collaboration. By strengthening ties
between the RecSys community and neighboring research tradi-
tions, BEYOND 2026 seeks to broaden participation and visibility
for interdisciplinary research and to position RecSys as a hub for
both technical innovation and cross-disciplinary exchange.
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1 Introduction

Since their emergence in the early 1990s, Recommender Systems
(RSs) have become a ubiquitous component of digital platforms,
driven by advances in machine learning, the availability of large-
scale behavioral data, and the growing demand for personalized
user experiences.

As RSs have matured, the field’s problem landscape has broad-
ened accordingly. Beyond improving predictive performance, re-
searchers increasingly investigate questions related to user behavior
and experience, interaction design, transparency, fairness, gover-
nance and regulation, and the broader societal impact of person-
alization. Addressing these challenges requires perspectives that
extend beyond algorithmic optimization and draw on insights from
multiple disciplines. Reflecting this evolution, recommendation and
personalization research has extended far beyond its traditional
home in computer science [12]. Today, related questions are ac-
tively explored across disciplines including information systems [1],
communication science [4], management [6], psychology [14], edu-
cation [3], media studies [5], marketing [11], and the social sciences
(e.g., anthropology [10] and sociology [7, 13]). These communities
study how RSs are designed, experienced, evaluated, regulated, and
embedded in organizational and societal contexts—often drawing
on theories, methods, and evaluation criteria that differ from, com-
plement, and sometimes challenge computing-centric approaches.

BEYOND 2026 responds to this situation by positioning RecSys
as a meeting point for these diverse scientific traditions. Rather than
centering primarily on algorithmic innovation and benchmark per-
formance, this workshop foregrounds theoretical, methodological,
behavioral, organizational, ethical, philosophical, and societal per-
spectives on recommendation. We explicitly welcome contributions
from researchers beyond core computing venues, as well as integra-
tive work that bridges computational and non-computational ap-
proaches. Accordingly, the workshop is organized around three core
premises: (1) RSs research is inherently interdisciplinary; (2) mean-
ingful exchange across disciplinary boundaries remains limited;
and (3) many of the field’s most pressing challenges, including fair-
ness, accountability, regulation, user trust, organizational adoption,
and societal impact, cannot be addressed from a single disciplinary
perspective.

Building on the first edition of BEYOND, held in 2025 [17, 18], the
2026 edition further deepens the cross-disciplinary focus by specifi-
cally targeting participants from adjacent fields and by foreground-
ing non-computing perspectives alongside computing-centric Rec-
Sys voices.

The BEYOND workshop series also connects to prior community
efforts including the successful “Perspectives on Recommender
Systems Evaluation (PERSPECTIVES)” workshop series [9, 15, 16],
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a workshop dedicated to introspective reflection [8], and a Dagstuhl
seminar on “Evaluation Perspectives of Recommender Systems:
Driving Research and Education” [2].

BEYOND 2026 maintains our focus on a critical examination
of research practices while extending the scope to address the
fundamental question of disciplinary balance within RSs research.

2 Workshop Topics

The BEYOND workshop is designed as a meeting point for exchange
across these diverse research traditions. With this workshop, we
seek to foreground theoretical, methodological, behavioral, organi-
zational, ethical, and societal perspectives on recommendation. We
seek contributions from outside core computing venues, as well as
interdisciplinary works on a wide variety of topics such as:

o Interdisciplinary approaches to RS (e.g., psychology, human-
computer interaction, design, sociology, cognitive science,
science and technology studies, computational social sci-
ence)

Theoretical, historical, and critical perspectives
Human-centered design, HCI, and interaction

Psychology and cognitive science

Social, cultural, and organizational dimensions

Ethics, law, and governance

Methods and evaluation (diverse and mixed)

Failures, harms, and safety

Domains and high-stakes contexts

Reframing goals and outcomes

3 Contribution to the RecSys Community

BEYOND 2026 contributes to the RecSys community by strength-
ening RecSys as a venue that engages with the full ecosystem of
recommendation and personalization research. By bringing non-
computing perspectives into direct conversation with computing-
centric work, this workshop makes visible adjacent research tra-
ditions and creates structured opportunities for exchange across
disciplines and integrate distinct theories, methods, and evaluation
criteria.

Rather than duplicating the main conference program or reit-
erating general critiques of disciplinary imbalance, BEYOND 2026
provides a space for interdisciplinary thinking and methodological
experimentation by encouraging researchers to explore new ques-
tions, adopt unfamiliar lenses, and engage in discussions that do
not fit neatly within the traditional tracks of the main conference.

Building on the first edition of BEYOND, held in 2025 [17, 18]
and related community efforts—including the “Perspectives on Rec-
ommender Systems Evaluation (PER-SPECTIVES)” workshop se-
ries [9, 15, 16], the workshop “Reflections on Recommender Sys-
tems: Past, Present, and Future (INTROSPECTIVES)” focused on
introspective reflection [8], and a Dagstuhl seminar on “Evalua-
tion Perspectives of Recommender Systems: Driving Research and
Education” [2]—, BEYOND 2026 aims to foster cross-disciplinary
dialogue, surface shared research challenges, and catalyze collab-
orations that connect computational and non-computational per-
spectives.
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